= Sutton Courtenay Parish Council

Minutes for a meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 4" November 2025 at Sutton
Courtenay Village Hall, commencing at 7.15pm.

Present: Councillors Rita Atkinson (chairman), Robert Dalby, Cathy King, Joanna O’Callaghan, Lia
Plowman, lan Pratley, and Jason Warwick

Absent: Councillors Paul Galliver and Hugo Raworth.

In attendance: Jennie Currie, Clerk; 2 members of the public.

2025/156 Public Participation
No matters were raised.

2025/157 Apologies for absence
Councillor Hugo Raworth has a 6 month leave of absence until January 2026.
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Paul Galliver.

2025/158 Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest were received.

2025/159 Minutes for the meeting held on Tuesday 7" October 2025
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 7™ October 2025 were a true
and accurate record, and would be signed by the Chairman.

2025/160 Planning applications
(a) Planning applications to be considered
RESOLVED that the following observations would be submitted:

e P25/V2043/RM - Land at the former Didcot Power Station — NO OBJECTIONS
Commented that the Parish Council is concerned by the potential for noise
pollution during construction, especially piling, as was recently experienced on
nearby sites. The Parish Council is also concerned that construction traffic will
travel through Sutton Courtenay, there is a weight restriction on the High
Street, but this is often ignored by drivers.

e P25/V2199/S73 - Land at former Didcot A Power Station — NO OBEJCTIONS

e P25/V2272/S73 - 2 High Street, Sutton Courtenay — NO OBJECTIONS

(b) Members noted the additional planning correspondence:

e P25/V2066/CM Land North West of Premier Inn Oxford South Didcot South of
A4130 East of Milton Interchange roundabout
Details pursuant to Condition 5 (topographical contour plan) of planning
permission no. R3.0138/21.
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2025/160 Planning applications continued

(c) Members noted the decisions on previous applications:

e MW.0167/23 - Sutton Courtenay Waste Management Site, Appleford Sidings —
REFUSED

e R3.0086/25 — (HIF1) A linear site comprising a corridor between the A34 Milton
Interchange and the B4015 north of Clifton Hampden including... - APPROVED

(d) Oxfordshire County Council’s Place Overview & Scrutiny Committee

RESOLVED that the following letter would be sent to Oxfordshire County Council.

Head of Regulatory Planning and Enforcement

Economy and Place

Your Reference: COM/19476

Thank you for your letter dated 7" October 2025 written in response to our letter dated 1% July 2025 which
was addressed to the Oxfordshire County Council’s Place Overview & Scrutiny Committee for its
consideration and response. We are grateful for the time and effort that has gone into researching the
information provided in your letter.

As you are aware, Sutton Courtenay and Appleford Parish Councils expressed their increasing concern at the
long delays in the determination of Minerals and Waste planning applications and, as is perceived by the
communities, lack of action and transparency in enforcing planning conditions. It impacts on the health and
wellbeing of the communities of Sutton Courtenay and Appleford.

Those concerns, however, were addressed to the Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee with its remit of
‘challenging and improving performance’. The concerns drew on several years of the communities’
experience of the impact of the neighbouring waste and mineral operations, and with the intent of seeking a
review, and identification of any measures to strengthen the effectiveness of the OCC Planning Department.
This was meant constructively, as a spur to improve its performance and concern that if their experience was
reflected elsewhere, it might represent a systemic weakness, best addressed by the Scrutiny Committee.

To clarify, at no stage did we submit a formal complaint and as is shown in the table below, OCC was
informed on several occasions that the Sutton Courtenay Parish Council’s 15t July letter was not a complaint.
Moreover, we still have no insight into who referred the letter to Oxfordshire County Council’s Customer
Feedback Team and asked for it to be treated as a complaint.

Date Item of Correspondence

15 July 2025 Emailed, Letter dated 1st July, from SCPC to OCC’s Place Overview & Scrutiny Committee for
consideration and response. Receipt acknowledged same day by Richard Doney.

23 July 2025 Email from OCC stating that the letter was the basis for a complaint and was being treated as
such. This email was in response to SCPC pointing out that no complaint had been made to
OCC.

6 August 2025 Email from OCC stating that the investigation of the complaint would take a little longer as
more time was needed. SCPC had never made a complaint.

8 August 2025 Email to Richard Doney from SCPC again clarifying that no complaint had been made and the
letter of 1st July was intended for the Scrutiny committee’s consideration only and could the
OCC Customer Feedback Team be informed that a complaint had not been made.

22 August 2025 Email to Scrutiny committee again, from SCPC emphasising that a complaint had not been
made.

22 September 2025 | Email from Richard Doney to clarify that the item will be on the Scrutiny Committee’s agenda
at its 22 April 2026 meeting and SCPC could speak at that meeting.

Many thanks for all your efforts in producing your paper, but as neither Sutton Courtenay nor Appleford
Parish Councils have raised a formal complaint, there can be no next step in that process. We are pleased
that the item as part of its work plan, will be on the Scrutiny Committee’s agenda at its April 2026 meeting.
It is hoped this clarifies our position and we look forward to the Scrutiny Committee review.

2025/161 Reports

(a) County & District Councillor
Clir Stevens had advised he would be late, the meeting closed before he arrived.
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2025/161

2025/162

Reports continued

(b) Parish Councillors

Members reported the following items:

e (ClIrs O’Callaghan and Plowman visited the County Council’s presentation on the
HIF1 Thames River Crossing and spoke with County Council Officers.

e Members reported on the recent Litter Pick where 10 bags of rubbish were
collected. Thanks were recorded to the Youth Project members who attended.
The next litter pick would be held on Saturday 18 April 2026, starting at 2pm
from the Village Hall.

e ClIr Atkinson queried whether any further correspondence had been received
from TFA Ltd. regarding the data campus. The Clerk confirm that nothing had
been received, ClIr Atkinson would contact the representative. RA

(c) Clerk

The Clerk had received correspondence before the summer that the van that had

been abandoned in the parking area at the Village Green had been removed by the

District Council by 28t July 2025.

The Parish Council had received a donation of £250 from Abingdon Marathon. The

2026 event would be held on Sunday 18" October.

The Clerk had received a request from a resident for a concrete table tennis table to

be installed at the Recreation Ground. Members also mentioned having tables

marked with chessboards. The idea would be discussed further.

Appleford Road pedestrian crossing

RESOLVED that the Parish Council would request a pedestrian crossing for Appleford Road.
RESOLVED that the PSCO would be asked to observe the junction of Appleford Road and

2025/163

Abingdon Road at peak hours.

South East Strategic Reservoir Option (SESRO)

The Statutory Consultation had launched with a deadline of 11.59pm on Tuesday
13t™ January 2026. Clirs Dalby & Galliver would prepare a draft response and
circulate it to Members. RD & PG

RESOLVED that delegated authority would be given to the Clerk for them to submit the

2025/164

2025/165

final response.

Thames Water & Hobbyhorse Lane

(a) Recent meetings

A meeting would take place on Tuesday 11" November.

(b) Application to change the status of Hobbyhorse Lane via a Definitive Map
Modification Order

The item would be deferred.

(c) Request for bollards for Hobbyhorse Lane

The item would be deferred.

Parish Council Assets

(a) High Street phone kiosk

No further update.

(b) New litter bins

The bin at Bradstocks Way had been installed. The new bins for the High Street and
Cemetery had not been installed. The Clerk would follow up with the contractor.
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2025/165

2025/166

2025/167

Parish Council Assets continued
(c) New SID poles for 5 locations
The Clerk intended to send out the consultation letters before Christmas.
(d) Current SIDs
The unit currently at Peep-0O-Day Lane needed to be programmed to 40mph. There
was an issue with the unit. Cllrs would try to resolve it and if not, an engineer would
be booked. The unit would be moved to the pole at the boundary with Drayton.

RB & JW
Quotes would be obtained to have the units moved on a regular basis.  Clerk

Recreation Ground

(a) New cricket nets (S106)

Clir Atkinson had been liaising with the case Planning Officer regarding comments
from Sports England, and from Ecology regarding the Biodiversity Net Gain (with
assistance from Slatter Cricket & Play). The Planning Officer would be contacting
Sports England, the Football Federation, and the English Cricket Board, ahead of a
final decision being made.

(b) Repairs to be made by Kompan to a shelter and both trampolines

The Clerk and ClIr Atkinson would be meeting with Kompan staff onsite on Thursday
13t November at 2pm.

(c) Review the fortnightly checks

The items on the fortnightly checks report were mainly items to be discussed with
Kompan. The need to remove the weeds would be raised with the Grounds
Maintenance Contractor.

Southern play area

A number of years ago Sutton Courtenay Parish Council had committed to working
with Milton Park to develop a play area on Kelaart’s Field. It was now clear that due
to the historic significance of the site that no development would be permitted on
Kelaart’s Field.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council would continue to liaise with Milton Park and SNG to

2025/168

2025/169

develop a play area for young people at the southern edge of the village.

Village Green vehicle barrier project (5106 funding)

The District Council’s S106 Officer had advised that the S106 public art funds from
agreement 13V14 could be used for the Village Green project. The next stage was
to advertise the brief.

Sutton Courtenay Parish Council Action Plan

RESOLVED that version 1.5 of the Sutton Courtenay Parish Council Action Plan be adopted.

2025/170

Clir King would track the document. It would become a standing agenda item and
published on the Parish Council’s website.

Finance

(a) 2025-26 pay scales

Members noted that the 2025-26 pay scales have been announced and the Clerk
would receive back dated pay to 1st April 2025.
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2025/170

Voucher
14
15

Voucher Method
103 card
116 card
120 card
127 card
133 card
118 DIRDEBIT
119 ONLINE
121 DIRDEBIT
122 ONLINE
123 STORDER
124 ONLINE
125 DIRDEBIT
126 STORDER
128 ONLINE
129 ONLINE
130 ONLINE
131 ONLINE
132 ONLINE
134 ONLINE
135 STORDER
136 STORDER
137 DIRDEBIT
138 STORDER

Transfer BACS

2025/171

Finance continued

(b) Q2 bank reconciliation
RESOLVED that the Q2 bank reconciliation would be approved with balances of Unity

£122,916.19, Santander 1 £5,000.00, Santander 2 £72,546.40, Equals prepayment
card £187.02, and Hinckley & Rugby Building Society £50,000.
(c) Review of Internal Controls Check for Q2
RESOLVED that ClIr Pratley would complete the review for quarter 2.
(d) Receipts and Payments report
RESOLVED that the following payments would be authorised:

Name
Tonks Brothers
Funeral Directors

Abingdon Marathon

Name

HP Inc UK Ltd
HP Inc UK Ltd
HP Inc UK Ltd
Royal Mail
Adobe

Bank fee

Hall hire

Phone

Salary

Salary

Pension

NI & Tax

Office Allowance
Poppy Appeal
Locum Clerk salary
& expenses
Grounds
maintenance
Refreshments
Waste collection
Software

Salary

Pension

NI & Tax

Office Allowance

From Unity

Receipts
Description
Cemetery fees

Donation

Payments
Description
Ink
Ink
Ink
Postage
Al assistant software

Unity Trust Bank

Sutton Courtenay Village Hall CIO
EE

J Currie

J Currie

Oxfordshire Pension Fund

HMRC

J Currie

Royal British Legion

Allison Leigh

Tactical Facilities Management Ltd

R. Atkinson

Shield Maintenance Ltd
Parish Online

J Currie

Oxfordshire Pension Fund
HMRC

J Currie

To prepayment card

(e) Councillors to authorise payments
RESOLVED that Clirs Atkinson and O’Callaghan would authorise payments online. RA & JO
(f) Budget and reserves reports
Members noted the reports.

Casual Vacancies

IP
Amount  Totals
150.00
250.00
400.00
Invoice Amount Totals
card 6.49
card 6.49
card 6.49
card 53.30
card 6.98
Card payments 79.75
bank fee 7.35
INV-1766 49.50
V02396547965 15.60
Month 4-7 top up 266.48
Month 7 salary 1,630.00
Month 7 pension 682.24
Month 7 HMRC 751.61
Month 7 office 26.00
donation 200.00
Invoice #005 516.30
SI-4506 1,454.54
Receipts 56.33
9477 174.21
38UE059-0005 172.80
Month 8 salary 1,630.00
Month 8 pension 574.38
Month 8 HMRC 587.80
Month 8 Office 26.00
allowance
To be paid 8,821.14
8,900.89
79.75

Members noted that there were two vacancies to be filled.
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Close of meeting
The next ordinary meeting of the Council would be held on Tuesday 18" November
2025. There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at
8.25pm.
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